NATION´S CUP RULES.

Place: Eupener Karting, Eupen – Belgium.
Date: Sunday July 24th  2011.

Entry Fee: Eur 300,00 per team to be paid  at the reception desk before 21:00 of July 23rd.

Teams: Up to 56 teams on two groups of 28. Each team will represent a country. There must be at least one passport holder of the represented country in that team. A driver is not allowed to drive for more than one team.

Race duration: Every team will have five minutes to score its best grid qualifying time. This applies for the qualification races and the final race. The finishing result of the qualifying race has no influence on the starting grid of the final race. Qualifying races will last 3 hours, and final race will last 2 hours.
1) Safety: Every driver must wear, full face helmet, race suit, racing shoes and gloves. Radios and Cameras are allowed, but marshalls may request one or all teams to turn off their radios if there is interference with their radios.
2) Kart Draw: One driver of each team will be called to join in the briefing room. This driver must be familiar with these rules. A crew member will draw and inform each one their Kart number. Driver that is supposed to run the qualifying session must leave the briefing room directly to the pit lane, locate his Kart fix the ballast and sit on the Kart.  If the driver finds any malfunction, he should call on one of the crew mechanics. If the problem can be solved in less than 2 minutes then the service must be done, otherwise driver must be directed to the pit box where up to 4 spare Karts are placed. A crew member will indicate the first spare Kart in line. 
3) Kart change during the qualifying session: No Kart changes unless mechanical trouble is confirmed by  Eupener staff. If no mechanical problem is located the driver will start last. If mechanical problem is confirmed staff will indicate the first spare Kart in line, and the driver will maintain the lap times scored before and after the Kart change for grid formation. 

4) Qualifying session: Each team will have five minutes to score its best lap.
Each team may choose the driver that will race against the clock.  There are no blue flags in the qualifying sessions but if one driver is found to be driving defensively or with the obvious desire to undermine another team he may get a penalty flag and be punished by starting last and even losing a lap if the marshall finds that his move was aggressive enough for a more severe penalty. The changing driver pit Lane will be closed as soon as the Checker flag is waived. Any Karts that have a mechanical failure AFTER the checker flag may have it changed if:

a) Correction can´t be done in the track in less than 2 minutes or if;

b) The Kart has to  be taken to the garage.
In both cases driver will have to go to the pit box and get the first Kart in line. Under no circumstances the race start will be delayed because a Kart is being serviced. No Kart can be serviced in the track after race or qualifying has started.
5) Ballast: Every Kart will be weighed with the driver on it when entering the pits. The set weight is 245 Kgs. If the Kart and driver together weigh less than 245 Kgs the team will loose all laps driven in that stint. Drivers are responsible for removing ballast from the Kart before they leave the pit lane. Drivers that fail to comply will cause a penalty of one lap to the team to be subtracted at the end of the race.
6) Driver and Kart changes: There are three mandatory driver switch and two mandatory Kart switch:

A) Kart Switch: Drivers will be called in to change Karts in two windows. First window will start at 15 minutes of race. Karts #1, 2, 3, and 4 will be the first Karts called in. Drivers must stop immediately after they are called in. Upon entering the pits drivers will have to press a punch button that will start a chronometer. The pit sequence will always be based on the Kart number calling the smaller numbers first. Entering the pits drivers must drive the Karts to the scale. They can only leave the Kart after authorized by the race crew. Drivers must remove their ballast. The second window for changing Karts will start at 1 hour and 45 minutes of race. For weighing strategy it is informed that karts will only be refueled on the first window of Kart change.

B) All Kart changes involve a driver change. The third driver change does not involve a Kart changing procedure or a set time for the procedure. Drivers may at any time, besides the time set for Kart changes stop for a driver change. On this procedure there is no need to press the punch button. Simply drive to the scale, wait for the crew staff to release you from the scale and drive towards the changing drivers area. The driver will jump off the Kart, remove his ballast if necessary. The new driver coming in will add ballast if necessary and jump into that same Kart driving off the pits.

7) Driver change during full coarse caution flag (Yellow): Not allowed. Unless the driver was called in by the marshalls before the full coarse yellow flag was shown.
8) Final Race: Final race will have 28 teams. There are two qualifying races and 14 teams of each qualifying race will advance to the final.
9) Karts: Eupener karting will have 35 brand new SODI GT 4 Karts available for NATIONS CUP and IKWC.
10) Marshalls: Two race directors and up to eight race commissioners, equipped with radio transmitters will do their Best for a fair result.  The following attitudes will be punished accordingly:

 A – WARNING FLAG (BLACK AND WHITE FLAG)

a) Hit the Kart in front of you repeatedly.
b) Overtake the Kart in front of you on an illegal or over aggressive maneuver and return the position gained

c) Complaint Gestures towards other drivers or race officials as interpreted by race directors.
d) Not respecting a blue flag three corners.
e) Third warning flag will be aa black Time Penalty flag.
B – THIRTY SECOND PENALTY FLAG (Black Flag)
a) Hit, intentionally or not, behind the mid part of a Kart right in front of you spinning it or pulling away from the track line and overtaking it for a position or overlapping.

b) Hit, intentionally or not behind the mid part of a Kart spinning or pulling away from the track the kart right in front and prejudicing the front driver towards other drivers coming from behind, independently from returning the position..
c) Deviate karts normal trajectory with the intention of pressing driver off the track or into the barriers.
d) Not respecting the half kart on the inside lane of a curve when being overtaken and pressing the opponent against the barrier.
e) Hit one driver ahead of you with the intention of helping him overtake, and/or crediting himself with accident.
f) Gain the position on an illegal maneuver and entering any of the pit boxes right after the maneuver to avoid the Time penalty flag. The flag will be applied after the next driver from his team leaves the pits.
g) Team´s miss behaviour on the stands. A driver may be punished for his teammates/family/… miss behaviour.

h) Not respecting a blue flag after one full lap.
C - BLACK FLAG (RACE DISQUALIFICATION)

a) Running over another driver or race staff for miss handling, or irritability. Driver may not be punished if race directors feels he´s not to blame.
b) Offending anyone involved in the race.
c) Second 30 second penalty will be a Black flag for that driver. Team will loose all laps until the following stint driver is supposed to come in. In case the black flag is shown at the end of the drivers stint a minimum 5 lap punishment will be applied. If a second driver from the same team is disqualified then the whole team is pulled out of the race.
D – BLUE FLAG
Every one knows what a blue flag means, so as soon as you see one pull aside and let the driver right behind you pass. Punishments are described on the articles on Warning and Thirty second penalty flag.

Marshalls have the right to interpret any maneuver, to aggravate punishment or to allow a certain maneuver according to race situations. Any driver or team boss may talk to the race commissioner indicated about decisions or what´s going on in the track but must be aware that it is very rare for a Marshall to go back in his decision. Nevertheless arguing at an educated level and respectability is the first issue in order to study a call change.
May the best team win!
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